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Preamble to CALFED Record of Decision

This Record of Dacision adopts a prograﬁx_maﬁc environmental ag_:;g_ssment of
a prefarred alternative. This Decision ihla in the process of 7o
site specific environmental assessments andf;arly implementation of -manv well
defined and badly needed components of the overall plan. However, In some
important respects the ROD can only ba regarded as the selection of a preferred
approach to management of the Desita and its watershed. 'ﬂuszppmnh.m

he analyzed for viahility and then developed and madified nver time. Conflicts
among objectives have yet o] beé‘r‘tﬁ??zad and balanced within the availabmty of
limited resources. Uncertaintios In science and technology will require flexibility,
%suhstanﬂal commitments should not be based on highly speculative
judgements. The preferred altemaﬂva commits to a "through-Delta" conveyance .
of water for export, and to the pursuit of measures to improve water qualiﬁ;.
protaci:!on of fish, and to closing the gap between water supply and demand, etc.
The purpose of this preamble Is to commit CALFED to making the analyses that are
needed (a) to develop and Letter define the preferred alternative, and (b} to assure
that there is a carefully consldered balance among goals that compaete for limited (udw

M QIM)\ resources, and (c) to establish the ground rules and boundaries that will govern the

further development ojr the preferred altarnuva and its major components to a

stage of development and specificity that can then be implemented. These—

commitments-fall-reughly-imo sevaraicategorfes—— A},F—L /‘ﬂ«a B /3 :
~ Genasl Category—
. CALFED commits to compliance with the Mission statement that

. v A
"Solutions will solve problems in ail probiem areas. lkmprovementfor

fnx_mhan.pmblems" a-f CALFED will avoid "rediracted impacts™. In
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this context "prc;blem areas” are now understood to include, for
examgle, both terrestrial and aquatic habitat; both export and arsa of
arigin {including the Delta) water supply and quality; land and other
resource needs for sach of urban, environmental, and agricultural
purposes as the population grows: etc.. Mare adequate water quality,
for example, for ane purpoesa or region of use does not sqbsﬁwta for
less adequate watet guality far ancther purposa or region of use.

. CALFED pledges that svery broad or site specific measure for
achieving a CALFED goal will be analyzed technically and impardaily
befors adoption and implementation in order to mssure compliance
with CALFED’s principles, compatib%lity with other goals, avoldance of
third party and cumulatfve impacts,and far a balanced use of limited
natural and ﬁnanciéi resources. This will be done and revisions of the
plan made by a proc@ss cavered slsewhere in the ROD.

. In providing for the ‘needs of Ca!iiamté's environment and growing
population over the fife of the plan CALFED will not rely on depletion
of natural soll and Q;oundwater resources.

Through-DReita Conveyance

B In developing an optimum plan for through-Delta conveyance of water for.
export the analyses and requirements of the plan wil include but not be limited to
the following.
L ' The preferred alternative for through-Delta conveyance and

interrelated plans will be fully analyzed and modified as necessary to
comply with all of the State § cusrent and future water salinity and
dissolved oxygen standards.

£

» will also be aptimized for compatible and balanced provision for
: 1 e w ;\xjﬁ"f 7

in-Delta habitat, awd fish protacﬁc‘ﬁﬂyi\nﬂaha water quality, export
water quality, protection of adequate South Delta water levels,
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conveyancs of fiood flows, seismic risk, etc.. Local experﬁseﬁwiﬂ be [al Fe

fully utilized in making this assassment.

L This optimization will include consideration of aiternative ways to get
Sacramenta wate!' to the Central Delta with balanced protection of
fishery. ,'?g;vawrzaivw considered will include real tme flow control
through the Cross Channel, through Georgianna Siough, through
Steamboat Slough, modification of flow patterns by dredging, flow
control barriers, bMioml and screened control of fish, etc.
Optimization may also include a new channel from the Sacramento
River to the Mokelumna channels providing that it la physically limited
in capacity 20 not maore than 3000 cfs and can not readily ba
expanded in capacity.

® If there is any study of an isolated conveyance facility as a backup in
th;a event thar an optmized through~Delta system proves inadequate
as a balanced method of protecting al interests, then ths study must |
be independent of the optimizing process so that proponents of such a
canal can not jeopardize that optimization process.

. The judgement as to whether the through-Delta conveyance system
has been optimized, and the judgement as to whether it has been
adequately tested must be méda after all major features have been in

place and resuits have heen monltored through a representative series
of hydraulic situations. This assessment must then ba made by an

' opan process which includes defliberation by all interests that are
directly affected by water management in the Central Valley
watershed, V

Water Supply_ .
CALFED will promptly forecast a range of probable water supply needs in

P.QGa
L
dery
5 ‘I. 4 {.
e
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and from the Central Valley to meet the reasonabls future needs for urban, 1ndus il

~
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anvironmental, and(agricultural purposes)throughout the life of the CALFED plan
and how much is needed to avoid long term overdraft of groundwmer._
The environmental' need will be based on CALFED's proposed environmental

. . X e w
restoration plan. The urb:&gggz will be based on urbar! estimates ofreed with

Fers, A
dus regard to predicteﬂ popidation ér"gw%x The agricultural naed will be

considered to be within a range for which the lower end vqould maintain the
average level of consumptive water use that has baen availﬁhla over the past otU /M.P .
: o

s o Ml wﬂ&(/’ s e 2 rre vt
decade for the production of agricultural products” T‘le’ﬁpﬂgfb end’of the rahgs™ 7 “gres 25"

would maintain this same level of water for consumptive use on a per capita basis
over time as the population grows. o

CALFED will then assess the extent that this ove'rifall need can realistically be
expected to be met with éx‘isting infrastructure,and how much mare with {a)
realistically achievable improvament i’n multiple uss of existing auppllés. {b} realistic
improvement in rei:yclinn by districts, (c) raalistic recycling of streamflows, and {d}
r@alisﬁcally achievabls desalinization of wjfe:' merwesﬁ)?cz salty fom% St
methods that include the disposal of salt&and that are commensurate with the

future cost of water development, '
w‘%mm | ‘
probable shortage’in water supply aver the

life of the plan, CALFED will 7@ examine the physical feasibility of developing
enough increase in water supply to avoid this shortage. It will examine the most
cost sffective and the least environmantally damaging ways to provide this
increase In supply. It will examine the envir-.nnmental, social, and other costs if the
supply is not provided and the water shortage is sharéd in a balancad manner
among the environmental, urban, and agriculturat needs. It will examine the
increase in value of water that would be negessary to justify the cost of the
needed additional water supply, an‘d'the lead time necessary to incrsase the
supply.

After these analyses are available thera will be an cpen process of evaluating

the results and dstermining to what degree the legislature and the electorate wish
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to close the gap between supply and demand versus living with the consequences
of a future shortage.

Water Quality
~ Water quality improvemant for one regioh or purpose of use will not be
rqade in a way that wguloj Wdegrada‘ the desirable m 35.,.“,;’,“" for azbthel;;eg% s,
or purpose of use. Huwa%:: the wmr'quslitx that-is-desirable difors-far-different.
usas.. Water trades can, thereforeprovide-a—net-bensfit. but must be avoided if
thay cause or exacerbate ibroblema of sait disposal, degrade groundwater quality,
or reduce the opportunity for multiple use or reuss of water by partes other than
the transferor. v :

New water developman’; usually provides high quality water. and this can
provide an overall watar quality improverr}ent which Is not adverse to any user or
purpose of use. However,"_manlpu!ation of the new supply to benefit quality for a
particular purpose of use may diminish the potential magnituds of the naw supply-
The use of new ;upplies will not be made in ways that reduce the potential for _
narrowing the gap between supply and demand. |
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